Exploring Contemporary Projects in White Supremacy pt. 1
When we hear the words ‘racist’ or ‘white supremacist’ typically, a couple different stereotypes are produced in our synaptic space: white men in sheets, burning torches who speak with a drawl so thick that it could only be the product of generations of rural southern living, or the neo-Nazi skin head in steel toed boots with red laces (typically attained after spilling blood [that of someone else] for the larger race war).  What is similar to both of these stereotypes is that our conceptions of white supremacist projects place them as something participated in and lead by unintelligent people.  Conceiving white supremacy in this way is dangerous for two reasons: first, it obscures the ways in which white supremacy functions in contemporary US mainstream society – socially, economically, and politically.  Second, and of primary importance for this paper, viewing projects of white supremacy as ignorant or the product of cerebrally deficient people obscures individuals such as Thomas Robb, “…an ordained Baptist minister,”
 and leader of the Knights Party, one of the largest contemporary Klan organization on US soil.  Robb is an intelligent, [fairly] articulate individual who obfuscates the violence of his message through appeals to white cultural pride and religion.  These two concepts, cultural pride and religion, underpin Robb’s position and allow him to make statements like “I don’t know that supremacist is the right word for us…”
.  The appeals of Robb to white cultural pride will be examined through a video found on YouTube.com titled “Who Are the Real Supremacists?”, while Robb’s foundation in religion will primarily be examined through his websites, The Official Website of the Knights Party and Thomas Robb Ministries, with the help of an article published by Betty A. Dobratz in the Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion.
In addition to being an ordained minister, Robb is the national director of the group The Knights Party of the Ku Klux Klan, one of the largest active Klan groups in the United States
.  Positioning the group as a white ‘separatist’ rather than a ‘supremacist’ group, Robb effectively speaks to whites who may not overtly hate people of color, people who are Jewish, or people who are grouped under the label LGBT, but feel none the less that the qualities of these undesirable groups of people are degenerative and polluting.  This semantic differentiation seems to alleviate the stigma of being branded a supremacist in the color-blind, and so-called post-racial, politically correct environment of contemporary US dominant society.  The importance of the differentiation between supremacist and separationist is underscored in the following quote from Robb:
“You wanna see the white supremacist? Go to the major corporations who are willing to yank their manufacturing concerns out of this country [US] and move them down to Mexico, and exploit a working-class down there for 50, 60, 70 cents an hour…Nike was, you know, payin’ little kids over there in India 6 cents an hour to sew basketballs…That’s the supremacist.”
 (2 sec. – 36 sec.)

Here we see the first part of Robb’s attempt to distance The Knights Party from white supremacy.  Robb places white supremacy as a project carried out by elite whites against brown bodies on foreign soil.  Not only does this make it impossible for the Knights to be defined as a supremacist group under these parameters, it ingeniously couches Robb as someone who acknowledges and, indeed is troubled by white supremacy.  We also see what can be called Herrenvolk Republicanism as Robb posits that white supremacy is explicitly and exclusively carried out on a working class people.  However rather than challenging the elites that Robb blames, his group instead blames oppressed groups of people i.e. people of color, people who are Jewish, and people who are labeled as LGBT.  Robb continues on to the second of the two points comprising his argument against the Knights’ supremacist status:
“I don’t know that supremacist is the right word for us.  We’re called that; We possibly may have even used it on occasion.  I certainly don’t think it’s the right word because I don’t care who is supreme [my emphasis added]… If you tell me you think blacks are supreme, I’ll say, you know, fine.  I’m not gonna argue [with that]…”
 (38 sec. – 56 sec.)
Here Robb has broken down supremacist to its root word, supremacy or supreme.  So because Robb profess to not hold whites as supreme, his beliefs and those of his group are not actually supremacist views.  It is white cultural pride that motivates his calls for white separation from otherized groups rather than a belief in the supremacy of whites to all others.  Robb continues on to coalesce these two points:
“What is a concern is the hypocrisy.  Because even if the white race was nothing but a race of cave men.  Even if all we did was roam around the jungle and wear loincloths and carried clubs and talked in grunts, even if that’s all we were, I think we have a right to love our heritage and our culture reguardless.  And we have a right to pass that down to our children without someone calling us a hater and a bigot.”
 (58 sec. – 1 min. 19 sec.)
The hypocrisy of which Robb is speaking is the discrepancy between how African-Americans or Hispanic-Americans, or Asian-Americans, or Native-Americans are able to celebrate their cultural heritage while whites are not (this point will be further elucidated in the quotes below).  This seems strange because the grand project of race in the US has been to erase from our collective mind, the idea of white as an ethnically or culturally defined category.  We have been taught to view white as simply ‘human’.  The main problem with Robb’s argument is that from his view Irish-Americans do not have a separate cultural heritage than German-Americans for example (yet we know that each group has very separate traditions and beliefs).  However, we will see below how Robb deploys religion to rectify this inconsistency.  Additionally the way in which Robb hypothetically talks about a history of whites posits that no matter how uncivilized a cultural tradition maybe, it still deserves to be celebrated.  In Robb’s hierarchical analysis of what sort of history is good and what sort is bad, we see western ideals of civilization and what is desirable culturally.  All of the hypothetical cultural traits posited by Robb as undesirable are those attributed to African culture and tradition.  Robb then begins to give examples of the ways in which whites as a race are discriminated on:
“If a white person wants to form an organization for white people, he’s demonized.  He’s driven out.  You can go to any University in the country and you can find a Black Student Union, but where can you find a White Student Union?”
 (1 min. 57 sec. – 2 min. 9 sec.)
Positioned as such, whites are suffering discrimination by not being allowed to celebrate their heritage or form groups that are explicitly white celebrating this heritage.  Robb is ignoring the fact that people of color form groups to survive in a system where they are not only a numeric minority, but where daily life in regular public institutions instills white supremacy into the mind of all people, white and of color alike.  As such, groups such as Black Student Unions, for example, are formed to maintain black identity and humanity in the overtly white supremacist landscape of higher education.  White students do not face the same daily assault on their humanity, both individually and collectively, that people of color (and other phenotypically assessable oppressed groups) do, and as such, a White Student Union would not function toward the same end as a Black Student Union.  Additionally, the student unions of people of color do not ban whites from participation.  Robb finishes his monolog on white supremacy by citing example of physically violent discrimination carried out against whites by people of color:
“We had a, uuuhhh, example, we had a guy over here in Jasper, Texas.  A black guy who was viscously murdered, brutally murdered.  That became national news, ok?  But in the very same city, the very same week an elderly…white man was brutally murdered by two black teenagers and ya didn’t hear about that… Janet Reno didn’t get on TV and talk about the terrible racism against white people… And yet right here today, there’s whole sections of every American city where a white person can’t go for fear of their lives.  You wouldn’t go for fear of your life.  And yet we’re not supposed to think about that.”
 (2 min. 10 sec. – 2 min. 54 sec.)
This last stamen is intended to create fear within white people.  Robb describes a US landscape (and increasingly a global landscape) where people of color have already united in hatred against whites.  Given this, it is whites who must consolidate in order to survive.  The language employed above locates Robb as someone who is sensitive to violence against both blacks and whites.  This furthers the notion that whites are under racial attack in the same way that African-Americans have been historically in the United States.  This also does much to disrupt the view of Robb as a supremacist.  Throughout the monolog that was just examined, Robb paints a picture of whites as a group that is targeted and discriminated against.  This discrimination is potentially fatal, and as such, whites must ban together and separate form others in order to survive.  Robb employs clever language and expounds seemingly logical arguments for white separation in ways that expose the modern white power movement as more than a group of slack-jawed yokels.
Religion is the glue that holds together the fragmented appeal to white cultural pride.  The creation of whiteness has been an ongoing process in the US since the 1600s in which groups with white skin had to sacrifice their cultural heritage in order to be privileged as white.  Whiteness is defined in a dyadic relationship to “of color”.  In order to construct a single group heritage, of which whites should be proud, religion serves as the foundation to build upon.  “Kaplan (1998, 103) suggests ‘religion, broadly conceived, offers the most promising path toward realization of the white nationalist dream.’  He draws upon the ‘rapid evolution of a fluid set of synergetic religious beliefs that are serving to bind together a disparate group [my emphasis added] of adherents based on primordial concepts of race and nation,’.”
  This is why Robb’s position as an ordained Baptist minister is significant.
To gain an understanding of the root of religion’s power to unify, we turn back to the article of Dobratz:

“’The Bible is the family history of the White Race, the children of Yahweh placed here through the seedline of Adam.’  The Adamites (descendents of Adam) are the Aryans while Pre-Adamites are creatures (possibly beasts of the field) that came into existence before Adam and are not Aryan People.  People of color are pre-Adamic suggesting a lower form of species… Jews may be regarded as the children of Satan because the liaison between Eve and the devil gave birth to the Jewish Race.”

By tracing lineage back to the Garden of Eden, whites are able to claim group heritage as descendents of Adam.  Whether your ethnic background is Irish or English or German, all are given membership in whiteness through the lineage of Adam.  Although in the monolog reviewed above Robb claims that he does not believe in the supremacy of whites, the religious foundations upon which he constructs his call for white separation are firmly rooted in the superiority of whites, coming from Adam.  According to the passage above, all people of color are no better than beasts (of the field) as this is where their lineage comes from.  This is the exact same rational that undergirded the systems of chattel slavery and Jim Crow segregation.  This paragraph also explains Robb’s vehement anti-Semitism.  Jews are positioned as the devil incarnate, and as such can be blamed for any and all ills that exist in the US and the world.
Thomas Robb and the Knights Party position whites as a group joined in solidarity against the attack and oppression of people of color.  The hatred for whites, according to the Knights is very real.  People of color are portrayed as blood thirsty individuals with a vendetta against whites.  Because of this whites need to bind together and keep all others out.  To bind whites together, Robb deploys the idea of white cultural pride which is founded upon a religious belief that positions all Aryans as one group descended from Adam.  Robb utilizes pride and religion in clever ways, both semantically and logically, while arguing for white power.  In this way our notions of white supremacy projects as the products of ignorance and stupidity is disrupted.  Robb’s commitment to non-violence and his “rejection” and indictment of projects of white supremacy makes The Knights a very dangerous organization.  Robb’s racist ideas are obfuscated by apparent rationality, religion, and appeals to pride rather than hate.  In order to combat this insidiously seductive form of white supremacy expounded by the Knights, we must alter our preconceptions about white power projects and who is leading and participating in them.
"There is a race war against whites. But our people - my white brothers and sisters - will stay committed to a non-violent resolution. That resolution must consist of solidarity in white communities around the world. The hatred for our children and their future is growing and is being fueled every single day. Stay firm in your convictions. Keep loving your heritage and keep witnessing to others that there is a better way than a war torn, violent, wicked, socialist, new world order. That way is the Christian way - law and order - love of family - love of nation. These are the principles of western Christian civilization. There is a war to destroy these things. Pray that our people see the error of their ways and regain a sense of loyalty. Repent  America! Be faithful my fellow believers. " 

National Director of The Knights 

Pastor Thomas Robb
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